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 BEFORE THE OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILROADS 
 
 STATE OF WISCONSIN 
 
Petition of the Village of Bruce for the Exemption of Four Public Crossings of the Wisconsin Central 
Ltd. Tracks in the Village of Bruce, Rusk County 
 
9164-RX-612 
 
 
 FINAL DECISION 
 
By letter dated July 18, 2005, the Village of Bruce filed a petition with the Office of the 
Commissioner of Railroads (OCR) under §195.285, Stats., for the exemption of vehicles specified in 
§346.45, Stats., from the requirement to stop at four public at-grade crossings of the Wisconsin 
Central Ltd. (WCL or railroad) tracks in the Village of Bruce, Rusk County. That section requires 
certain specified vehicles, such as fuel trucks and school buses, to stop at highway/rail crossings 
unless posted with an exempt sign. The crossings are: 
 
Street     Crossing Number 
 
1st Street    691 253N / MP 121.36 
Main Street    691 252G / MP 121.3 
Blackburn Street   691 248S / MP 121.18 
STH 40   694 872F / MP 120.7 
 
Pursuant to due notice, public hearing was held in this matter on October 11, 2005 in Bruce, 
Wisconsin with hearing examiner Douglas S. Wood presiding. The case was uncontested. The 
Commissioner therefore issues the final decision directly without a prior proposed decision. 
 
 
  Appearances: 
 
Parties 
   Village of Bruce, Petitioner 
    by 
    David Samardzich, Village President 
    100 W. River Avenue  
    Bruce, WI  54819 
 
 
    In Support: 
 
   Bruce Public Schools 
    by 
    Thomas M. Stricklen, Transportation Supervisor 
    304 N. 2nd Street  
    Bruce, WI 54819 
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    As Interest May Appear: 
    
   Wisconsin Central Ltd. 
         by 
     Terry Lee, PE 
     Engineer Planning 
     1625 Depot Street 
     Stevens Point, Wisconsin  54481 
 
 

Findings of Fact 
 

THE COMMISSIONER FINDS: 
 
The City proposes to exempt four public at-grade crossings of the Wisconsin Central Ltd. tracks 
from the stopping requirement of s. 346.45 Stats. That section requires certain specified 
vehicles, such as fuel trucks and school buses, to stop at highway/rail crossings unless posted 
with an exempt sign. 
 
The railroad currently operates no trains over any of these crossings and has not for some time. 
The maximum timetable speed is 10 mph. 
 
Testimony from the school district indicated that school buses use the 4 crossings a total of 
about 30-40 times per day. First Street is used the most frequently followed by Main Street. In 
addition other vehicles required to stop by §346.45, Wis. Stats., very likely use these crossings. 
Typically, about 10% of trucks are required to stop at all non-exempt rail-highway crossings. 
 
The state of Wisconsin has developed a very good safety record with exempt crossings, which 
should continue as long as exemptions are granted only under appropriate circumstances. 
Vehicle-vehicle accidents, typically rear-enders, have been reduced by 74% at crossings where 
exempt status was granted. Conversely, no exempt vehicles have been involved in a train-
vehicle accident after a crossing was granted exempt status. 
 
The stopping requirement serves no purpose when, as in Bruce, there are no train operations. 
The stopping requirement does create a hazard by stopping at these crossings when local 
residents are probably aware that no trains operate. Stopping also causes needless delays, 
uses fuel, increases emissions, and wear and tear on vehicles.  
 
The order requires the Village of Bruce to install exempt signs [Sign R15-3 in the Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)] on the vertical signal posts or crossbuck posts on 
each approach to each crossing, except STH 40. The STH 40 crossing is under the 
maintenance jurisdiction of the Wisconsin Department of Transportation. The order requires the 
DOT install the exempt signs at STH 40. The order also requires the installation of yellow-
background advance warning exempt signs on any advance warning signs already present on 
the approaches to any of the crossings.   
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In the event that the railroad does commence train operations it shall stop and flag all train 
movements over these four crossings and shall notify the Village of Bruce, the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation, and the Office of the Commissioner of Railroads.   
 
 

Ultimate Conclusions on the Issues 
 

THE COMMISSIONER CONCLUDES: 
 
  That it would promote the public interest to exempt the crossings of 1st Street, 
Main Street, Blackburn Street, and STH 40 with the tracks of the Wisconsin Central Ltd. from 
the stopping requirement of §346.45, Wis. Stats. 
 
 

Conclusion of Law 
 

THE COMMISSIONER CONCLUDES: 
 
  That the jurisdiction of the Office of the Commissioner of Railroads under 
§195.285, Wis. Stats., extends to this matter.  Accordingly, the Office enters an order consistent 
with the findings of fact. 
 
 

Order 
 

THE COMMISSIONER ORDERS: 
 
  1. That the Village of Bruce shall install and maintain exempt signs [Sign 
R15-3 in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)] on the crossbuck or signal 
masts on each approach to the crossings of 1st Street, Main Street, and Blackburn Street with 
the Wisconsin Central Ltd. tracks in the Village of Bruce, Rusk County by December 31, 2005 
(crossing nos. 691 253N / MP 121.36, 691 252G / MP 121.3, and 691 248S / MP 121.18) 
.   
  2. That the Wisconsin Department of Transportation shall install and 
maintain exempt signs on the signal masts on each approach to the crossing of STH 40 with the 
Wisconsin Central Ltd. tracks in the Village of Bruce, Rusk County by December 31, 2005 
(crossing no. 694 872F / MP 120.7). 
 
  3. That the Village of Bruce shall also install and maintain yellow-
background advance warning exempt signs (Sign W10-1a in the MUTCD) on any advance 
warning signs at each of the crossings under its jurisdiction by December 31, 2005. 
 
  4. That the Wisconsin Department of Transportation shall also install and 
maintain yellow-background advance warning exempt signs (Sign W10-1a in the MUTCD) on 
the advance warning signs at the STH 40 crossing by December 31, 2005. 
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  5. That if the Wisconsin Central Ltd. or its successor commences train 
operations over any of these four crossings it shall stop and flag all train movements and shall 
notify the Village of Bruce, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation, and the Office of the 
Commissioner of Railroads. 
 
  6.  That jurisdiction is retained. 
 
 
Dated at Madison, Wisconsin, (November 4, 2005). 
 
By the Office of the Commissioner of Railroads. 
 
 
 

       
 _____________________________________ 

  Rodney W. Kreunen 
  Commissioner of Railroads 
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